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The Notables protested their devotion ; suggested
some reforms; and, quite unconstitutionally, voted
a duty of five per cent, ad valorem on all goods
brought for sale into towns, villages and markets.
This tax, called the Pancarte, proved eminently un-
popular, and was withdrawn after no long time.
The assembly was dismissed and the King returned
to Paris, where, for the first time since his accession,
he lived for a while the life of a pleasure-loving
Prince, enjoying ballets and masques, hunting parties
and sumptuous feasts. It was noted as a mark of
sinful extravagance, likely in a time of general want
and public poverty to provoke the wrath of Heaven,
that Bon Chrdtien pears at a crown a piece, and
sturgeons which cost one hundred crowns, were
served at the christening feast of the son of the
Constable Montmorency.

Yet more serious matters were not neglected.
Preparations were made to open the campaign of
the next year by the siege of Arras, and stores and
ammunition were collected at Amiens. As the
citizens insisted that their privilege not to receive a
garrison should be respected, they could guard their
own walls with 10,000 armed men, the King ordered
the Count of St. Pol, the Governor of Picardy, to
take up his abode in the town and to watch over its
safety.

But Hernantello de Portocarrero, the Governor of
Doullens, an officer as fertile of resource as he was
prompt and bold in action, heard that the train-
bands of Amiens were not over-exact in performing
their military duties. Accordingly a party of his